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You're putting an economic embargo in on the poor, and saying 
you cannot partake into this legal substance. If we're serious 
about implementing a tax to prevent use, I don't know why we 
come up with 30 cents. If...if the intention of this tax is 
health-related reasons, why...why isn't it $2.50 a pack, or 
$3.50 a pack? I have a hard time with the philosophy behind 
this. And also, again, with regard to the poor. If you...in 
the evading of this tax, if you have transportation resources 
available to you, if you have the Internet, and credit cards,
and so forth, you can purchase... you can evade this tax and 
purchase your cigarettes elsewhere. If you are, unfortunately,
addicted to this substance and you do not have these resources
available to you, you're caged... you're kind of caged, you're
trapped. And all this is doing, all this tax does is traps the 
poor people of Nebraska, those that are unable to evade it. And 
it's just simply not a fair...fair process for...for those folks 
that I stand up for here on this floor of the Legislature.
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: And, Senator Jensen mentioned study after
study, but I think I've got a lot of information here as well 
that counteracts a lot of the information. One real
quick...Senator Jensen, if you would, submit to a question?
SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Jensen, to a...
SENATOR JENSEN: Yes, Senator.
SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Was this a bill that you introduced? Did
it go through a committee hearing and so forth?
SENATOR JENSEN: Yes it did.
SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Did it get out of committee?
SENATOR JENSEN: It was brought out of committee in the revenue
package.
SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Your specific bill did? What was the
original bill number on this?


